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Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to examine the “Thoughts of Enligh-
tenment” of Yuk as represented in a three Volume work, written in
Old Chinese between 1884 and 1888,

He was born into a gentry family who lived in Chfingchdng Province
during the Yi-Dynasty. He die not gain recognition during his lifetime.
He never served in the government with exception of 2 years from
1894~1896. Yuk kept close company with such leaders of the “Thougts
of Enlightenment” as Kim, Yunsik (&0 ¢ 1835~1922),

A possible motive for Yuk writing these books may have heen
preparation for his appointment as a policymaker in the government.
We may also assume that he felt it necessary to put his opinions on
the urgent problem of those times, “Westernization”, in writing after
the unsuccesful Coup détat of Kim’s Progressive Party.

Uichonkisul consists of three parts. Part I includes ‘his critical pro-
posal about the responsibilties and duties of the King and scholar-
officials, based on Confusianism. In part II, he proposes some methods
for reformation of the institutions in the military, educational, adm-
inistrative, and financial areas. In the last part he explains the inter-
national circumstances and stresses the necessity of learning western
éciences and techniques. , ‘

The most areas of his work are contained in the third volume,
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Briefly said, his proposal was to adopt the western scientific. knowledge
‘whilst maintaining the frame of confucian morality intact. Yuk
differed from the other members of his group in the following
.aspects: He respected protestantism, and was deeply concerned for the
.constitutional monarchy, as the Progressive Party was.
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