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North Korean-Soviet Russian Relations During
the Soviet Occupation of North Korea: With
Special Reference to the Mutual Perceptions of

the Two Sides (J)*
Kim, Hak-joon

This paper is an attempt to explain North Korean-Soviet Russian
relations during the Soviet occupation of North Korea. The peried
under study is between August 1945, when the Soviet troops entered
North Korea and December 1948, when the Soviets completed their
withdrawal. '

There are a good number of weorks on this subject: however, most
of them, particularly those published in South Korea, were ideological-
Iy biased. In other words, they described North Korea as a mere
puppet of the Soviet occupation forces and Kim Il-song as a mere
protégé of the Soviet occupation forces.

Protesgsor Suh Dae-sook’s book, The Korean Communist Movement,
demonstrated that those views were wrong. While admitting that Kim
Il-song was supported by the Soviet occupation forces, Professor Suh
stressed that Kim Il-song’s somewhat independent efforts, including
his political maneuvering, and his skill should be seriously considered
in evaluating the process of his rise to power. Professors Robert A.
Scalapino and Lee Chong-sik,in their Communism in Korea, also sug-

—

* This paper was written under a visiting scholar's grant provided
by the Kennan Institute for Advanced Russian Studies, Woodrow
Wilson Center, in the summer of 1984,
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gested many new interpretations of North Korean-Soviet Russisn
relations during the Soviet occupatien of North Korea.

In recent years, many new dawa have been revealed. The most im-
portant are the seized North Korean Records Preserved at the Wash-
ington Records Center at Suttland, Maryland, U.S A, These documents,
caprured by the American troops during the Korean War, contain
massive new information and data on the subject under study. Ac-
cording to Professor Buh Dae-sook, those records are “a gold mine”
for the study of all aspects of North Korea. _

The present writer read some parts of those records. Based on the
reading, he attempts, in this article, to show some new aspects of
North Kotrean-Soviet Russian relations nnder the occupation. In part
I, the North Korean perception of the Soviet” Union and the Soviet
troops is described. Central to the North Korean perception of the
Soviet Union is that the Soviet Union represents the future wave of
humanity. The North Korean Communist leadership fully admitted
that North Korea was liberated not by Kim Ilsong’s “anti-Japanese
guerrilla” but by the Soviet troops.



