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The Writings of Lee Neung-wha, Especially in
Reference to the History of Christianity in Korea

Kim, Soo-tae

This article will give a brief insight into Lee Neung-wha (w18
68~1945)’s study of Korean history. He was a renowned historian
during the time of the Japanese occupation of Korea. He is especially
known for his writings on the history of the various religions in
Korea., This study is seen through one of his books, The History of
Christianity and Foreign Policy in Korea(Pim @R N%E 5 1928).

His motivation for writing this book appears to come from the
conflict between his father, Lee Won-geung (F#&E# : 1849~1919), who
was a christian and Lee Neung-wha himself who was a Buddist.
Moreover this study represents unique approach, since it deals with
the history of Korean Christianity as viewed through the political
conditions of Chostin dynasty. This work can also be compared to the
French priest Charles Dallet’s popular book, Histoire de !I'Eqlise de
Corée (1874).

In spite of his original approach, Lee Neung-wha is frequently seen
as a historian who simply collected and categorized historical facts. But
this evaluation is quite superficial. As Lee Neung-wha clearly explained
in his book, his intention in writing was not just to amass historical
facts, but also to substantiate and prove his understanding of Christian
history through objective facts.

The content of this book can be divided into three parts. First,
the efforts to accept Catholicism in Korea; second, the events during
the persecution of Catholics and the spread of Catholicism throughout
the country; third, the situation after Christianity gained religious
freedom in Korea.
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This book also reveals some important historical points, First, this
book is the first documentation written by a Korean which gives some
basic viewpoints on how to understand the Korean Catholic history.
Second, he criticized Confucianism as being primarily responsible for
the lack of development in Chostlin dynasty. Third, he emphasized that
since many common people accepted the Christianity the society of the
Chosilin period became free from social status and regionalism.



