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<EX BH>

Kim Soon-woon(£:/lE5¢)’s Political Influence
during the Reigns of King Sung duk (B#ETE)
and King Hyo-sung(#mF) in the Silla Dynasty

Kim, Soo-tae

This study is about Kim Soon-won’s political influence during the
reigns of King Sung-duk and King Hyo-sung in the Silla dynasty.
Kim Socon-won was the prime minister (#P##) under King Huo-so
(#M8E), and during the reigns of King Sung-duk and King Hyo-
sung, he exercised political power as the father-in-law of these two
kings who married his two daughters,

At the end of King Hyo-so’s reign, Kim Soon-won lost his power
because of his connection with a rebellion. But later he became in-
volved in helping King Sung-duk- who wanted ‘to strengthen his power
against the influence of the nobility. At the beginning of King Sung-
duk’s reign, the king’s power was very weak because he could be
king only with the support of the nobility. Again Kim Soon-won
became a very influencial person under the king. The king and his
political followers weakened the nobility’s influence over the king’s
power. This explains why the king’s first wife was deserted, although
he later married Kim Soon-won’s daughter, and eventually the Silla
dynasty became extremely autocratic.

Kim Secon-won’s political influence during the beginning of King
Hyo-sung was at a disadvantage because the king began to exclude
Kim Soon-won’s relatives and married a daughter of the Park (#}/%)
family. This event brought many political changes. Kim Soon-won
tried to solve the problems surrounding King Hyo;sung and forced
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him again to marry his daughter, but his attempt was not completely
successful. At last Kim Soon-won tried to manipulate the king's young-
er brother, Huhn-young (%F#£) to become next king in order to
reestablish and strengthen his political power. As a result he contin-
ued to be a man of tremendous political power and influence during
the pe;'iod of King Hyo-sung’s rule.



