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I.  

. 2009 4

330 75,850 , 

(

, 2010). 

. 

(Walker 2010; Bodycott 2009), 

(Ninomiya et al. 2009; Yeoh 2007; 2010)

. 2020 20

(Ninomiya et al. 2009, 117), 

2 5 (Walker

2010, 172). 

, 

. 7%

, (52%), (11.4%)

.1)

(new stranger)

.  

74

1) (2008) , 

575,657 52%, 125,673 (11.4%), 77,322

(7%), 43,703 (4%), 103,115 (9.3%) (

, 2008. 08. 06).
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, , 

. 

(Yeoh 2007)

, 

, , 

. UN (International Organization for

Migration 2005) 1 , 

, EU OECD

.

. 

A
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, , 

. 

. , 

. 

, , 

. 
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. 

II. : 

, 

, , 

. 

. 

, Rosental et al.(2007)

(social connectedness)

. 

, (co-culturals)

, (host

countries)

. 

. 

, 

Sam(2000)

.

, 

Bodycott(2009)
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- , 

. 

, 

. , Sherry et al.(2010)

. 

, , 

, , (social support)

(university community) (receptiveness)

(Sherry et al., 2010, 42-

44). 

. 

Gu et

al.(2010)

, 

. , 

. , 

, , , 

. 

.  

, 

. , 
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. 
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( 2003)

, ( 2006)

. , 

( 2003; 2007)

( 2008; 2009)
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, 

( 2002, 2003) .

( 2002) , 

( 2003)

.  

, 

. ( 2006)

( 2008)

. 

(2010) .
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. 
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, , 

, 

. 

, 

, 

. 

III. 

1. 

A

. 

(Triangulation) .2)

, 

(investigator triangulation) . 
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2) 

, , 

. (confirmation)

(completeness)

( 2006; 2008).
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(verification)

(Stake 1995). 

, 

. 

(Mucchielli

1991; Manen 1990; 2008). 

.  

. , 2010 2 A

, 

(Analyse thematique) 1 (Paille & Mucchielli 2003;

2008). 

. < 1>

. 

< 1> 
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( , ), ,

, ( , ), 
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. 

, 
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, 1

. 

. 2010 10-11
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1 , 

. A

. 

, 3

. , . 

, 

. 
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( 2008). 
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. 

(Pineau & Le

Grand 2007; 2008). 
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. 

. 

( 2004; Manen 1990; 2008).

2. 

A 
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. 

.
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. 

.  

, 

. 

. , 

, 

. 

, , 

. 

. 

.   

< 2> 
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( )

1 Alex 26 1 9 (2 ) (1 )

2 Brian 24 2 4 1

, , 1-2

3 Christina 28 * 3 . 

4 David** 20 5

5 Edwin 26 1 4 1 , 11

6 Giang 34 1 3 (3 )

7 Hua 23 1 2 1
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IV. 

1. 

. 

. 

(Murpy-Lejeune 2002). 

. 

, 

. 

. 

.   

84

8 Jiao 23 2 2 1

9 Kosal 28 2

10 Lin 26 1 3

11 Mei-Xing 24 9
6 , 

( ) 

: * Christina , 

. 

: **David 4

. 
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2007
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[lifelong friends]

, 2 . 

, . 2

. ( ) 

. 

, ( )

. 

. 1

. 

. (Alex, 

)

, 

. 

, 

. 

. (Brian, )
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. 
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, Christina
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[ ] 

(crazy thought) . , 

(prime destination) . 
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(unconventional destination)
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(Christina, )

Christina
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education) , 
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2. (rite of passage)
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. 

, 

. 

(rite of passage)

(Murphy-Lejeune, 2002).  

5 . 

, 

. 
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. 
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. (Giang, )
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. Giang
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(Quiliian & Campbell 2003;

Oetting 1992; 2009). 
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(Sherry et

al. 2010; Gu et al. 2010) , 
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, Gu et al.(2010)

(academic culture)
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A Qualitative Study on Choice of Study Destination and

University Life Experiences of International Students at a

University in Seoul, Korea: Focusing on Narratives of Postgraduate

Students

Jeehun KIM  
HK Assistant Professor

Institute for East Asian Studies, Sogang University

Min-Kyung LEE  
Assistant Professor

Graduate School of Education, Daegu University

This qualitative study investigates choice of overseas educational

destination, university life experiences and future plan of international

students enrolling at a university in Seoul, Korea. Previous studies on

international students in Korea by taking either too macro or instrumental

approaches, have often failed to provide micro-level in-depth understanding

on this new sojourner  group, which is increasingly important in Korea. This

study conducted autobiographic essay analysis and in-depth interview

methodology. In-depth interviews with eleven participants from China,

Southeast Asia and others, mainly Western, countries, were conducted from

October to November 2010. 

Results are as follows. Firstly, their choice of Korea reveals aspirations of

students to acquire global capital as well as to have cultural experiences and

opportunities in the globalizing world. The former was more evident among

students from China and Southeast Asia, whereas the latter was more so for

100
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students from the West. Secondly, their university experiences in Korea

reveal their critical perspectives. Thirdly, evaluation of academic life at a

Korean university shows both critical and favorable comments. Their

evaluation shows their judgement, using their countries of origin for a

reference point but also reveals their views on Korean way of interaction

between students and professors in Korea. 

Key Words international students, China, Southeast Asia, university life experience,

globalization. motivation for study abroad, study abroad experience 
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