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”Ei 2h= S TH= ofuto]npgl Zlo] 7} Hri(Kompas 2001).
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1968\ FH|FE A|ZLC 2 gl A 73Eo] QlE=y|Alofof| 4] A 7Y
T ARRSUAIRE FAf A JoF AR AL Sle AAlE ZRE
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o AT WAl AET A= Utk 27] E17I47H=9] 24
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Eo] S 9L vk AT A3 7HEA AZE Ao opd Aot} el 3]sty
% 3tH(0] 3 2012, 131).
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(Batulicin)-& & #j Exzdaqtet elu-E-5oH(Kabupaten Tanah Bumbu)
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1998'd =t =E 9] sfof o] WIF3lE AHollA A5 Tt
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Transnational Linkages and Consciousness of
First-Generation Korean Overseas Investors:

Reading Memoirs of Korean Businessmen in Indonesia

SUH Jiwon
Department of International Relations, Changwon National University

JEON Je Seong

Department of Political Science and Diplomacy, Chonbuk National University

We examine memoirs of early Korean entrepreneurs in Indonesia, who
were first-generation Korean overseas investors, to look into their
transnational linkages and consciousness. Our reading centers on the
texts, including ghostwritten books and articles, left by Choi Gye Wol of
Kodeco (Korean Development Company), while texts based on the
experiences of three Korean entrepreneurs who had engaged in timber
business in Indonesia from the 1960s or the 1970s are juxtaposed with
Choi's memoirs for the purpose of finding similarities of their
experiences. The texts reveal that their preexisting connections with
Japan, as well as political sponsorship from Korea and/or Indonesia,
enabled the early overseas entrepreneurs from Korea to make inroads
into Indonesia. In many cases, these connections made crucial impacts on
the later course of their businesses. In addition, their views on Indonesia,

Indonesians, and their own legacies such as industrial towns and anak
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keterunan Korea, show curious mixtures of nationalism, Asianism,

racism, and patriarchy.

Keywords: Choi Gye Wol, Kodeco, timber business, foreign investment,

Indonesia





