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ABSTRACT

The Prospects of Reform Policy
for Gender Equality in Japan

CHUNG Jeong-Sook

Research Fellow,

Korea Culture & Tourism Policy Institute

In Japan, it does not give much influence on the individual
identity that Japan is genderly inequal society. At the same time, it
seems that nobody takes it as a serious task to undertake. These
apathy continues while Japan experiences structural depression.

Ozawa Mary (Ai#EEHH) emphasizes that the non-equal society is
the major cause of the structural depression in Japan. She insists that
there stands the non-equal society affected by the patriarchal
ideology and job consciousness divided by gender, which induces
deflation-inducing passive consumption. In this context, she also
insists to establish the equal society of gender as the reform policy
against it.

This paper examines the characteristics of the non-equal society
of Japan as well as the results of the reform policies led by the
Gender-Equal Bureau.

The unique term of “Dan-Zo Gyo-Do San-Gak (®icRiSE)”
that was contrived by Japanese Administration does not necessarily
mean the pursuits of the essential equality between the man and
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women. It assumes the same burden and responsibility between sex.
The motive to introduce such policies did not come from the inside
of Japan, but through the pressure of international society.

Furthermore, Japan does not have the self-regulated ‘Ministry of
Gender Equality’ that can make the Gender Policy. And the supreme
staff of Gender Equal Bureau of Japan is a man. In Japan, there is
not a special fund for the development of women. Although many
Japanese women participate in the civil society, their activities are
inclined to the better living circumstances without any political
scope. Japanese women have tended to ignore central issues or
political issues and concentrate on particular issues without relating
gender issues. They do not have strong needs and wills on the
gender equality of their society, either. For example, some
educational programs of women's vocational centers aim to get only
the non-regular jobs.

Dominantly because of weak consciousness of women,
conclusively, we could not expect the Japan will attain the goal of

the gender equal society in a near future.

Key Words : Gender-Perspective, Gender Equality, Structural
Depression, Reform, International Society
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