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ABSTRACT

The Open Text within Transactional Dynamics of
Rhetorical Situation

WU Chanje

Professor,
Sogang University

It is the open text that is the one of the most problematic topics
in terms of the contemporary cultural and artistic discourses. The
open text is changing and formed according to dynamic rhetorical
situations in which factors such as speaker, audience, topic, medium,
message, rhetorical conventions, setting and persuasive field are
involved flexibly. Each factor are supposed to produce renewed open
texts without cessation, interactively and dynamically constructing
rhetorical situations. Contemporary rhetorical situations are obscure
because of contingencies, uncertainties and various values. By
arguments on the open text, we can consider how writers construct
artistic forms in the situation, and how readers actively participate in
it and produce artistic texts: the very process of this interactivity that
may be related with the inventive dimension of new art bestowing
different and open form on the field of unlimited possibilities. It is
the arguments that suggest unprecedented perspectives that can
reflect creative conversations among genres of art.

The serial fictions of “People from South” by Yi Chong-Jun and

their adapted versions of film and painting are considered here, with



respect to Intermediale Rhetorik focusing on media variables, as
well as all the factors constructing rhetorical situations. Thus, 1
attempted to elucidate the open textuality of intertexts as well as the
literarity of Yi Chong-Jun's fictions, by examining the process in
which fictions of Yi were filmed into Sopyonje, the Singer of
Pansori and Beyond the Years by Im Kwon-Taek and the one in
which his fiction was figured in A/l Roads Are Songs, a work of
Korean traditional painting by Kim Sun-Doo. The serial fictions of
Yi dealt with the paradox of grief({§) through the medium of
language; with thorough rhetoric of metaphor, they figured complex
interactions of tying and untying of grief. Sopyowje, based on the
medium of film, revealed the process of embodiment of musical
sounds actualized by sublimation of grief metonymically, while
Beyond the Years showed the sorrow of broken love. A painting by
Kim Sun-Doo or A/l Roads Are Songs figured the multi-layered
trope of chronotope of the road in life and art through the medium

of plastic art.

Key Words: open text, rhetorical situation, media variables, Yi
Chong-Jun, Im Kwon-Taek, Kim Sun-Doo, Sopyorje,
the Singer of Pansori, “Suhakdong Traveler,” Beyond
the Years, All Roads Are Songs
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