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2) You Ji, “Understanding China's North Korea Policy,” China Brief, Volume IV, Issue
5, March 3 2004; International Crisis Group, "China and North Korea: Comrades
forever? International Crisis Group Asia Report No. 112 - 1 Feb 2006. p. 13;
Andrew Scobell, “China and North Korea: From Comrades-in-arms to Allies at arm's
length,” Strategic Studies Institute of the US. Amy War College, March 2004,
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3) Central Intelligence Agency, The World Factbook 20035, updated March 29, 2000,
http://www cia gov/cia/publications/factbook/rankorder/2001rank html  (April 11,
2006)

4) Office of the Secretary of Defense, “Annual Report to Congress: The Military Power
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6) Richard W. Baker, "Asia Pacific Security Survey 2000,” East-West Center,
http://www castwestcenter.org/stored/pdfs/APSS2006Report pdf, 2006, p. 8

) 7R, THE THBREL Unrestricted Warfarey(Ibnt: oh[EitHikint, 2005).
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12) Robert B. Zoellick, “Whither China: From Membership to Responsibility?,” New
York City, September 21, 2005 (hutp://www state.gov/s/d/former/zoellick/rem/53682.
hum (A9 2006 79 109)

13) US. DoD, Quadrennial Defense Review Report(QDR). http://www globalsecurity.
org/military/library/policy/dod/qdr-2006-report.pdf, 2006, p. 29; White House, The
National Security Strategy of the United States, http://www whitchouse gov/nsc/nss/
2006/nss2006.pdf, 2006, p. 41.
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ABSTRACT

Research on fundamental Changes of Sino-North Korean
relations in the economic and military sphere since
2003(the second round of North Korea's Nuclear Crisis)

KIM Jaekwan

Professor,
Dept. of Political Science and International Relations,
Chonnam National University

This article explores what has happened in the economic and the
military sphere between China and North Korea since 2003(the
second round of North Korea's Nuclear Crisis and developing its
Nuclear weapon). Recently although there have been some
difficulties and conflicts in the realms of economic and military
security between two countries, this paper basically suggests that
Sino-North Korean relations have not yet brought about fundamental
changes in the two spheres. At the same time it underscores they
have been firmly keeping stable relationship, in spite of North Korea
have became a strategic liabilities for Beijing since 2003, especially
North Korea's Nuclear crisis. This argument is based on a series of
critical grounds. There are some logical grounds. First of all, Beijing's
top priority is Pyongyang's survival, that is to say, China's bottom
line is stability and peace on the Korean peninsula. So China do not
impose lethal sanctions against North Korea, but decide to help
North Korea to survive through a lot of economic support. Secondly,
China prefers strategic buffer zone to strategic liabilities for herself

regarding North Korea's strategic values. Thirdly, because China do
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not want abrupt collapse of North Korea, so Preference for the
two-Korea status quo, so long as China can sustain influence in both,
is evident. Fourthly, China is still officially maintaining "The Treaty
of Friendship and Cooperation and Mutual Assistance Between the
People’s Republic of China and the Democratic People's Republic of
Korea” as a treaty of alliance in 1961. Fifthly, Judging from recent
interviews with Chinese analysts concerning North Korea, most of
whom are affiliated with Chinese government think tanks, China
would be reluctantly able to live with a nuclear North Korea after
nuclear test, although China officially maintains denuclearization of
North Korea.

Key Words: Sino-North Korean Relation, North Korea's Nuclear

Crisis, buffer zone school, strategic liability school,

China threat theory, China Opportunity theory
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