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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Search for Cultural Cooperation
between ASEAN and Korea

Kim Minjung
Lecturer,
Department of Cultural Anthropology at Kangwon National University

While the Korean government has expanded and deepened its
relations with Southeast Asian countries since the 1990's, human and
material exchanges between the two have also accelerated. This
paper attempts to understand the change in the environment which
has taken place in terms of cultural cooperation between Korea and
ASEAN (Association of Southeast Asian Nations).

ASEAN’s history of cultural cooperation can be broken down into
three periods: (1) The launching of the COCI (Committee on Culture
and Information) in 1978 and establishment of the foundation for this
body's activities and basic projects; (2) the onset of the AMRI
(ASEAN Ministers Responsible for Information) in 1989 and
expansion of exchanges in the field of mass media and (3) the
beginning of AMCA (ASEAN Ministers of Culture and Arts) in
2003and the growing number of socio-cultural exchanges carried out
as part of the preparations for "ASEAN Vision 2020".

While Korea's relations with ASEAN began in earnest in 1989,
the number of socio-cultural projects involving the two parties have
slowly increased since the middle of the 1990's. Exchanges, especially
in the arts and cultural industries, have been rapidly expanding since

2003, which marked the 15th anniversary of Korea's establishment of
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diplomatic relations with ASEAN. This recent upsurge in activity,
which also closely related to the onset of AMCA and of the
ASEAN+2 (ASEAN + Korea, China, and Japan) system, highlights the
growing importance of cultural diplomacy in terms of regional
cooperation,

Unlike Japan, Korea's policy direction appears to be weakened by
critical limitations. As far back as 1978, Japan made it clear in its
diplomatic bluebook that the introduction of developing countries’
cultures in Japan represented an essential element when it came to
developing a better mutual understanding with such nations through
cultural exchanges. In the aftermath of the Asian financial crisis of
1998, Japan also began to emphasize the fact that without cultural
sustainability, economic and even social sustainability itself could be
called into question. However, in various public papers, Korea has
continued to advance the notion that cultural diplomacy is in fact the
basis of economic development.

As a result, Korea's cultural cooperation with ASEAN has placed
more emphasis on the 'promotion of national images’ than on the
‘expansion of the basis for cultural exchanges.' The time has come for
Korea to move its cultural diplomacy beyond the simple pursuit of
economic interests, and to begin to search for ways to differentiate

its cultural cooperation with developing and developed countries.

Key Words: Southeast Asia, ASEAN, ASEAN Way, Cultural
Cooperation, Cultural Exchange, Cultural Diplomacy
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