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MEapAol e 2} 9| Fo Ynieiel AEL A AFIUTh
(Taling 1999, 243-5; Orendain 2001).
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71e Aldet £57 vhdet gt 22 8 ARA9] Alojof 7ieks| 7]
Ao, dE APo= A% wHet BANE, AlsEeio] F2 1
BAck gl Px¢ Weju 3= 74 Aol disiMe ggu 3
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o] AZtozRY SHls| AAEES Juishe RS ofln oslel A7
Wie 2 AYEA A = U7 o], FF napk Ajgo] B
o g RiEFo oz IR 4= Qe oRE AT Yo
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ABSTRACT

Historical Understanding of the Japanese Occupation
in the Philippines:
A Case of the Philippine History Textbook in Secondary Education

KIM Minjung
Research Fellow,
The Institute of Cross-Cultutal Studies at Seoul National University

The Japanese occupation is illustrated in the school textbook as
a period of destroyed economic system and delayed national
independence. In fact, the Japanese occupation is evaluated as the
most negative experience with a foreign power ruling the
Philippines since 16th Century. The negative perception towards
Japanese occupation contrasts with attitudes towards Spanish or
American rules that are evaluated to ambivalently effect on the
Philippine society. As a result, the sector on the Japanese
occupation in the school textbook provides the sample context of
historical description for the nationalistic approach.

In general, the content of the Philippine history textbook has
changed little during 20th century, but some changes went after the
February Revolution of 1986. The recently published Tagalog
textbook, among the three textbooks, which I have analyzed in this
paper, clearly emphasizes the zeal for independence and the
resistance against Japan and provides more detail evidences for
these. For the first time, this textbook revaluates political elites
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who were members of 2nd republic as collaborators, introduces
guerilla forces colored by communism as the crucial part of
anti-Japanese troop, and mentions Japanese efforts to infuse their
cultural values such as diligence and mental armament into the
Philippine society.

On the other hand, an academic understanding on the Japanese
occupation provides a more complicated evaluation on some issues,
especially related to nationalism. For example, academia has
inquired into topics such as how Filipino nationalist politicians in
the early 20th century, in fact, admired and tried to imitate Japan;
and how the Cabinet of puppet government during the Japanese
occupation could be classified nationalist, rather than the
anti-nationalist but into. It is natural that evaluation of historical
events between textbook and academic writing differ, and that
textbook as the model text for educating citizens is limited in
elaborating explanations. The different understanding of the Japa-
nese occupation between textbooks and academic writing reflect the
subtle sentiment of nationalism in the Philippines, in which the
colonial experience itself is the basis of nation-state building

process.

Keywords : Japanese Occupation, Nationalism, Colonial Experience,
Collaborators, School Textbook, The Philippines
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