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In this papzr, eighteen issues which characterize the political systems
of the US, Great Britain and the ROC are employed to achieve a
comparative analysis. All of these issues are well known for their impo-
rtance, their availability to make a difference among the systems and
their strong linkage with the Constitutions or the customs of the three
countries. The purpose of the study is to deal with a long-term debate,
i.e., is the political system of the R.O.C. prone to be a cabinet system
or a presidential system? l

The President of the ROC is chosen by the National Assembly, one
of the three units of the Congress, whose members are elected by the
people. Unlike the King of Great Britain, the Presidents of the US and
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the ROC are subject to people’s choice periodically.

In Great Britain, the majority leader of the House of Commons is
always chosen by the King as prime ministor. The candidates of the
cabinet members are recommended by prime minister to the King and
the latter has no choice but accept them. In the US, the cabinet is.
“President’s cabinet”. The President decides who will serve as members
in the cabinet. In the ROC, the candidate for the Chief of Executive
Yuan (i.e. prime minister) are nominated by the President and subject
to the approval of Legislative Yuan. The candidates for the members
of the cabinet are recommended by the prime minister to the President
to approve. The process to create a cabinet in the ROC tends to be a
compromise between cabinet system and presidential system.,

The President of the US or the ROC is assigned as the commander-
in-chief by the Constitutions. Unlike the King of Great Britain, the
Presidents of the US and the ROC enjoy the real power to command
the military forces.

According to American Constitution, the President has the power to
conclude a treaty through the advice and consent of the Senate. The
Congress has the power to declare war, but the President might use his
influence to make a war. In Great Britain, the candidate can declare
war by itself. The real treaty power is shared by the cabinet and par-
liament. In the ROC, the powers to conclude a treaty and to declare
war are shared by the President, the cabinet and the Congress.

The law-making power of the US is shared by the Congress and the
President. The acts are initiated by the Congress. The President might
refuse to accept them through his veto power. However, the Congress
can override the veto. In England, the King does not have the power .
to veto the acts which are initiated by parliament. The prime minister
might influence the results through his (or her) position as a majority
leader in the House of Commons.In the ROC, the acts can be initiated
by either the cabinet or the Congress (i.e., Legislative Yuan). The
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prime minister may veto the resolution of the Congress if this decision
has been approved by the President. The Congress can override the ve-
to by a two-thirds majority of the members to be present. The system
of the ROC is a compromise between presidential system and cabinet
system in this case,

The Congress of the US might deligate legislative power to the Pre-
sident, which is normally. called the administrative rule-order-making
power. In Great Britain, this power is deligated by parliament to the
cabinet. The Congress of the ROC, like that of Great Britain, may
deligate the power to the cabinet.

The President of the US can give orders if they are allowed by
Constitution and the laws. In England, the orders are given under the
name of the King. The cabinet enjoys the real power to give orders. In
the ROC, the orders are given by the President under the countersign
of the prime minister. Both of them share the power consequently.

During the emergency, the Congress of the US endows the President
with comprehensive power to cope with the threat. In Great Britain,
the cabinet is given the emergent order power to deal with emergency
such as war, This power, in the ROC, is given to the President, the
cabinet and the Congress by Constitution.

Likewise, martial law is declared by the President under the deleg-
ation of the Congress in the US. The cabinet instead of the President
enjoys this power in England. In the ROC, the power to declare martial
law is shared by the President, the cabinet, and the Congress.

Like the President of the us, the President of the ROC has dominant
power to pardon except amnesties which can not be given unless the
cabinet and the congress approve them.

According to the American Constitution, the President has the power
to employ people to serve as fligh officers in the government under the
approval of the Senate. The prime minister of Great Britain enjoys such
a power while the President of the ROC share this power with the Co-
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ngress. The President of the US or the ROC has exclusive power to
discharge officers while the prime minister of Great Britain has such a
power, '

The cabinet of the ROC, like that of Great Britain, is responsible for
delivering a message to the Congress while, in the US, the President
takes the responsibility.

Likewise, the members of the cabinet in the ROC,. like those in Gr-
eat Britain, must be questioned by the congressmen while the members
of the cabinet in the US are exempted from being questioned.

Unlike the members of the cabinet in Great Britain, those in the US
and in the ROC do not have the power to discuss and to vote in the
Congress.

In England, the cabinet will collapse if the House of Commons passes
a vote of censure. The cabinet can choose to dissolve the House of
Commons and then appeals the issues concerned to the people. However,
the Congress of the US and the ROC can not pass such a vote. The
prime minister of the cabinet must either accept the resolution of the
Congress. or resign if the Legislative Yuan overrides his veto in the
ROC. If he chooses to accept the resolution, the acts, like that in the
US3,become laws. If he chooses to resign, the cabinet, like that in Eng-
land, collapses. The political system of the ROC in this respect is a
compromise between that of the US and that of Great Britain.

The cabinets of the ROC and the US, unlike that in Great Britain,
do not have the power to dissolve the Congress.

In the US, an impeachment against the President can be initiated by
the House of Representatives and tried by Senate. If the impeachment
takes effect, the President has to resign. The King of England can not
be impeached since he or she can do no wrong. The President of the
ROC can be impeached by Control Yuan, one of the three units of the
Congress, and be removed from office under the unfavorable votes of
the National Assembly.
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Politically, the cabinet of the US is liable to the President while the
latter is liable to the people. The President is independent of the Con-
gress which is liable to the people. In Great Britain, the cabinet is liable
‘to the House of Commons. The King does not bear any political resp-
onsibility. In the ROC, the cabinet is liable to both the President and
the Congress while the President is liable to National Assembly. Legally,
the President of the ROC, like that of the US, is liable to the Congress.
In England, it is the cabinet that takes this responsibility. Overall, the
political system of the ROC, on behalf of political and legal responsi-
bility, is close to a compromise between presidential system and cabinet
system.

Based on the previous findings, we find that 449% of the issues in the
ROC are characterized by a compromise between the presidential system
and the cabinet system. 34% of the issues are characterized by preside-
ntial system while 17% of them are characterized by cabinet system.
The political system of the ROC can be classified as a mixed system
which are characterized by both presidential system and cabinet system.
However, it seems that the political system of the ROC, compared with
.cabinet system, is prone to be a presidential system. Nevertheless, the
vagueness of the text of the ROC Constitution and the lack of usual
practice inevitably bring about a restless debate. A further clarification
of some points in the Constitution is required before we can bring this
.debate into an end,

[.§ &
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