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& : I take Father Juan Ruiz de Medina’s thesis as a welcoming
stimulation that challenges us to widen our vision of East Asia as a
whole and especially to deepen our understanding of early Christianity
in Japan. I also appreciate his research which has discovered hitherto
some unknown materials in Spanish and Portuguese about the efforts
of the Japanese Church to evangelize Korea, If we accept his conclusion,
it means that Korea has 395 years of Christian history and that Christian
faith not only blossomed among the war prisoners in Japan from 1592
on, but also was transferred to Korea in 1605 and continued in a
hidden way. The story of the baptism in Japan (1592) of the thirteen-
vear-old boy Kaun Vicente, is as moving as the visit and baptism in
Peking (1784) of Yi Sung-hun(ZE#), even though the former story
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may soften our pride in being a unique case in missionary history of
a people who voluntarily sought Christian faith. However I will be
open to the facts of history in case the first contacts prove to have
been the true origin of the present Catholic Church in Korea.

In order to clarify this peint, I will raise two questions. First, I
want to bring out parallel examples from Chinese and Japanese history.
We know that Christianity was introduced into China three different
times: first, during the T’ang dynasty by Nestorians (635-845), then
during the Mongol period by the Franciscans (1294-1368), and finally
in the late Ming period by the Jesuits (1577 and onwards). Since there
was no continuing community that connected these three introductions
it will be the last introduction that is considered the origin of the
present Catholic Church in China. Moreover, it was during the latter
missionary period that the Nestorian Monument was discovered and
identifed. Its identification gave the missionaries great joy and pride
at finding an old root of Christianity that went back 1000 years.
Christianity was introduced into Japan twice, first by Francisco Xavier
in 1549, and then re-introduced in 1859 with the opening of Modern
Japan. It was in 1865 when the presence of hidden Christians was
discovered and made known to the world by the newly arrived mis-
sionaies. Because many of the hidden Christians joined the Church it
was confirmed that the Catholic Church, in fact, had continued in
Japan.

1t puzzles me, then, why the “hidden Christians® of Korea, the
descendants of repatriated prisoners from Japan, if some communities
continued, did not contact the newly arising Christian community in
the late 18th century. Huang sa-young(##fAs), who explained the
early history of the Korean Church in the famous silk letter to the
bishop of Peking, has nothing to report on proviously existing com-
munities of Christians. Even though some of them might have continued
their personal practice of faith, there is no evidence that they contri-
buted to the new beginning of the Church from which our present
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Catholicism started, In other words, we might have to treat the first
Korean Christians, baptized in Japan, as two earliest introductions of
Christianity into China. If we view our first Korean Christian story
as a separate and quite intriguing introduction, we will neither push
them into Japanese Church history nor lose our justified pride that
the second introduction is the real origin of our present reality. This
attitude will also help us to more ardently attempt to recover any
traces of the first Christians in Korea itself as Father de Medina
encourges us to do.

Secondly, Father de Medina tries hard to show that Ruggieri’s
catechism (K ##;) was introduced into Korea probably as early as
1585, which was well read by 1596, Ruggieri’s catechism was written
when the Jesuits in China wore Buddhist monks’ attire and called
themselves Bhikkhus from India, following Japanese adaptation. There-
fore, the catechism used a lot of Buddhist vocabulary and tried to
introduce Christian doctrine through Buddhist concepts. Matteo Ricei,
who cooperated in the production of the first catechism, started another
catechism CRE#8) in 1594 with the awareness that Confucianism was
more important among the Chinese literati. The first draft of Ricci's
catechism was finished in 1596 and printed in 1603. Yi su-gwang (B
¥) in his book (1614) wrote that in 1603 he had seen Ricci’s world map
which was brought to Korea by a Korean ambassador to China, and
also comments on Ricei's catechism and treatise on friendship. It is a
well-attested fact that Ricci's catechism was known by the Korean
literati from the beginning of the 17th century. Even though Ruggieri’s
first catechism was introduced earlier, it would have been overshadowed
by the second cathechism. Moreover, as far as we know, Korean
Confucians were attracted to Ricci’s ‘catechism by their scholarly in-
terests until the late 18th century. Before the real beginning of the
Church, Hong yu-han(#ifg#) is the only reported case (1770) of one
who leapt from scholarly interest to a committed faith by reading
the catechism.
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Finally 1 ‘want to add one remark on the concept of the “Church”.
The Church as a people of God is both mystery and sacrament of
salvation. The Church is the sacrament of Jesus Christ, just as Jesus
Christ himeself in his humanity is the sacrament of God. Therefore
the visibility of fellowship in a concrete historical setting is an indispen-
sable element to recognize a Church in any locality, Although the
fellowship may not be completed by sharing in the Eucharist and the
presence of a hierarchy, at least fellowship in life, prayer, and charity
has to be identifiable. I am afraid that this sacramental character of
the Church has yet to be recognized in pre-18th century Korea in
order to firmly establish the concept of the Church in that period of
Korean Christianity. Until then, we can only talk about a “Christian
diaspora” in Japan. Even for that concept I am grateful to Father de
Medina and I appreciate his urging us to take this daspora more
seriously and to include them in Korea's Christian history.



