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Congratulatory Address

Paul Sye, S. J.
(President of Sogang University)

Mr. Kim Sung-jin, President of the International Cultural Society of
Korea, honored guests and distinguished scholars from Korea and
abroad:

I want to express my deepest gratitude to the Institute for East
Asian Studies of Sogang University and to the International Cultural
Society of Korea, under whose joint auspices this conference has been
possible.

In Asia, and particularly in Korea, research in the subject of commu-
nism is of the utmost importance. During the past half century,
communists have come into power in countries such as China, North
Korea and Vietnam, and the accompanying conflicts continue to trouble
the Asian continent. From the beginning of the communist movement,
the 20th century in Asia has indeed been one of struggle with commu-
nism. With this historical background, it is significant that a conference
focusing on “Accommodation of Communism in Asia,” with distinguished
scholars from many nations, should be undertaken.

T am a Jesuit priest and a student of theology. As such I would like
to speak to you about communism and Christianity. Let me begin with
the Marxian ideal. As all know, Marxism is one brand of utopianism,
based upon a strictly materialistic concept of the world. Its materialism
is historical, dialectical, atheistic. Consequently--and this is important--it
denies not merely the value but even the existence of the human spirit.
Therein, I believe, lies the most fundamental difference between the
Marxian and Christian concepts of human society.

Christianity has always emphasized the transcendent importance and
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the moral nature of the human spirit. In the Marxist view, human
society is composed of two opposing classes, determined by their
relationship to the means of preduction: bourgeoisie and proletariat,
ruler and ruled, .master and slave, exploiter and exploited. Based on
this concept, communists promise to liberate the proletariat, the ruled,
the slave, the poor and the exploited by destroying existing social
institutions, through revolution, and constructing a classless society.

Marxists, and. Christians as well, aim at ultimate liberation and
freedom of the human person. The Marxian utopia, however, differs
radically from the Christian ideal in at least two very important respects.
First, the concept of man is, in the Marxist's theory, far too narrow
and simplistic. It attempts to reduce all of men’s values, and the value
of man himself, to political and economic values. In fact, different men
valued different objects: some place the greatest valued on material
wealth, others pursue status, or power, or fame, and some seek to
realize their life plan in totally different ways. Such values cannot all
be reduced to political or economic motivation. To interpret human
existence, and even culture and religion, in terms of economic and
political significance, is to totally distort human reality. Marxian
liberation is, as a result, merely release from material and economic
restraints but does not touch the core of man.

For Christianity, on the other hand, liberation means the freeing of
the whole man from whatever restrains and prevents him from be-
coming a wholly developed person in body and soul, intellect and will,
material and above all spiritual qualities. The concern of Christianity
is, after all, the whole man and every man.

The other important respect in which Christianity and Marxism
radically differ is in the means opted for attaining their goals. While
Marxism, and Leninism in particular, justifies every form of violence,
including revolution, as the proper means of accomplishing liberation,
Christianity insists upon persuasion, reconciliation, witness, repentance,

truth, justice and love.
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Marxism has appealed to many youthful idealists precisely because
capitalist society has been plagued by excessive egoism and materialism.
The very nature of the capitalist system, in providing spoils to the
winners of competition, produces scoreless tragedies of human alienation.
But for our youth to look to Marxism for a solution would be to jump
from the frying pan into the fire. The way to dissuade young sympa-
thizers from espousing Marxism seems to me to be to develop, and
practice; a social theory which effectively eliminates the cruelities found
in society and to restore human dignity to its rightful place.

Today, the Marxian influence has divided the world into two camps.
Despite its problems, whether theoretical or practical, we must never
forget that Marxism is powerful. If we are to conquer Marxism, even
if we are to curtail its influence, much more research is demanded so
that our contemporaries understand what human beings and human
society truly are, and the threat presented by Marxian philosophy and
practice. But to research will not be enough: we must disseminate and
practice.

In dealing with communism, however, we cannot be reckless nor
can we afford to adopt every available means. In many parts of the
world, injustices, acknowledged as such, are perpetrated in the name
of overcoming - communism. [ fear that such behavior results from the
lack of a proper understanding of Marxism and from the contradictory
hope that injustice can be eliminated by more injustice. Blind anti-co-
mmunism is not an answer; rather, it merely adds another problem to
be dealt with.

I have often reflected about the fact that grossly materialistic Marxism
could have been accepted by even a small part of East Asia’s people,
whose history .and culture are based upon deep respect for spiritual
values. I am confident that an analysis of the historical origins and the
accommodation process of communism in Asia will provide answers to
many of the problems of society. For that reason I cannot over-
emphasize the importance of this Conference.



380 WEWRE BTE

Finally, T want once again to thank each of you for your participation
and sponsorship, and particularly Prof. Rhee Sang Woo, Director of
the Institute for East Asian Studies.

I shall pray for you and for the success of this Conference.



