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CHERLELID

A Study of A Life of Sim-cheong
As Pansori Literature

Sung, Hyun-kyung

We have many different versions of A Life of Sim-cheong, which can
be grouped into two kinds, one as a story created by a writer, and
the other as pansori literature. What I call pansori literature comprises
both a pansori narrative and a pansori as fiction. A pansori narrative
and a pansori as fiction consist of the same structure and character-
istics, which differ from those of A Life of Sim-cheong as a story
created by a writer. So my aim in this study is to examine the
respective structures and characteristics of those two kinds of versions,
namely, of A Life of Sim-cheong as a writer's creation and of A Life
of Sim-cheong as pansori literature, and at the same time to decide
which the two kinds of the versions came first. These questions will
be treated both in this paper and in my former paper entitled “A
Life of Sim-cheong as an Initiation Story”.

A Life of Sim-cheong as a story of a writer’s creation deals with the
process of Sim-cheong’s loss and restoration of light, of her sin and
redemption, of her fall and salvation in connection with the symbolism
of “water”. On the other hand, A Life of Sim-cheong as pansori
literature shows the process of Hak-kyu Sim’s loss and restoration
of light. He is Sim-cheong’s father. In this respect, therefore, A
Life of Sim-cheong as pansori literature may well be called “A Life
of Hak-kyu Sim”. This story as pansori literature puts greater stress.
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upon Hak-kyu Sim's weakness, taking into consideration the question
of how he copes with this weakness to restore his integrity. Besides,
in A Life of Sim-cheong as a story created by a writer, Sim-cheong’s
father is a decent nobleman who was banished to the earth from
heaven, whereas in A Life of Sim-cheong as pansori literature he is
a comic character of this world who has nothing to do with heaven.
This indicates that pansori literature has much to do with the fact
that it is essentially popular literature. 7

It is worthwhile to bear in mind that as the title suggests, A Life
of Sim-cheong draws on Sim-cheong’s life, not on her father’s life. It
is also interesting to note that the Chinese name of Sim-cheong(¥Lif)
represents the allegorical meaning of purgation by immersion. In
point of fact, A Life of Sim-cheong presents a story of how she, who
has been banished to the earth because she committed sin in heaven,
is purged of her sin to be regenerated. In other words, it is an initi-
ation story of a “paradise lost” motif, which is concerned with the
process of restoring one’s self-identity through an initiation ceremony
that involves purgation through immersion. In this paper, I have de-
monstrated that A Life of Sim-cheong created by an individual
author is an original one, which preceded A Life of Sim-cheong as
pansori literature. It is also noticeable that in A Life of Sim-cheong
as created by a writer, Sim-cheong lived in Nam-kun(f#L) district of
the Kingdom of Yuri(3#8). 1 have shown that the Kingdom of Yuri
and the district Nam-kun, which have a significant relation to Bud-
dhism, signify spaces symbolic of Korea and Hwanghae-do(####i5), the
north-western part of the Korean peninsula. Thus, I have proved that
A Life of Sim-cheong as created by a writer is a classic literary work
of Korea whose background is located in Korea. The name “Yuri” also
appears in some versions of A Life of Sim-cheong as pansorj literature.
Despite the fact that in A Life of Sim-cheong as pansori literature,
Sim-cheong is a Chinese girl who lived in the Hwangju province of
China, China is often replaced by the name “Yuri”. This proves that
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Yuri is the place where Sim-cheong appears in the original version of
A Life of Sim-cheong.

In this paper, more than anything else, 1 attempted to refute the
common theory that A Life of Sim-cheong developed from Sim-cheong
as a folk tale through Sim-cheong as pansori to Sim-cheong as created
by a writer, and proposed that it developed from Sim-cheong as fiction
to Sim-cheong as pansori literature.



