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Northeast Asia in Soviet Strategy

Rhee, Sang-woo

Soviet expansionism has been driven by two distinct driving forces:
the Slavic imperialism inherited from Czarist Russia and the interna-
tional communist movement pursued by the Soviet communist leaders
since the Bolshevik Revolution of 1917. The Soviet Union has pursued
imperialistic designs for her security and prosperity, and therefore
it will not be easy for her to give up the tendency, since both needs
are not to be fulfilled easily.

The Soviet design for world revolution consists of five distinct
phases. In the first phase, the Soviets concentrated their efforts to
transform their country into a powerful revolutionary base for world
socialist revolution. In this phase, therefore; the Soviet Union did
not take any aggressive actions beyond her boundary. In the second
stage, the Soviets tried to create buffer zones around their homeland
by turning the adjacent states into their satellites. Then followed the
third phase, when the Soviets expanded their influence in remotely
located third nations, the peripheries of world politics.

In the fourth stage, the Soviets will try to isolate the United States
from its allied nations through Finlandization of them. Then will
come the last phase when the Soviets will push the United States
into a corner and force it to capitulate.

Now the Soviet Union is moving from the third to the fourth
phase. With accumulated military power, the Soviet Union is increas-
ing pressures on U.S. allies to take a neutral stance. With quanti-
tatively superior nuclear war capability the Soviet Union attempts
to nullify the nuclear deterrence capability of the U.S,, with rapidly
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growing naval power she tries to disrupt sea lines of communication
among the U.S. allies, and with dominant conventional military
power she threatens small American allies adjacent to her territory.

Northeast Asia -is the most vulnerable target area for the Soviet
threats. Geographically the area is closer to the Soviet Union, and
the U.S. is far beyond the hostile ocean. Also, in this area an effective
NATO-type collective defense system is lacking. The People’s Republic
of China cannot be harnessed to play an important role in checking
Soviet expansion. Japan will not take any further active measures to
stop Soviet moves in Northeast Asia unless the Soviet Union directly
threatens her. In the Korean Peninsula, the Soviet Union retains an
ally, North Korea, which can be utilized for a proxy war against the
Republic of Korea, the symbol of the U.S. determination to deny
communist expansion in the area.

It is thus highly probable that the Soviet Union will choose
Northeast Asia for her next major thrust.



