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A Discourse on the Extraordinary Phenomena
(Tsai-i, s¢) in Han China; the Memorandum
of Sui Hungma) and its Relationship with the
Enthronement of Emperor Hsiiancsa

Chung, Dong-chul

The purpose of this article is to examine the memorandum sybmit-
ted by Prefect of Tallies and Staffs of Authority( fu-chieh-ling, 5
4y) Sui Hung to the court in B.C. 78. Interpreting a series of extr-
aordinary phenomena of the time, which appears fabricated, as the
Mandate of Heaven(*kKy), he insisted on the voluntary abdication of
Emperor Chao(i#7%) to Kung-sun Ping-i(ZA#M ), who later ascen-
ded the throne and was called Emperor Hsiian. A study on the
memorandum and the political background of the enthronement of
Emperor Hsiian will help understand the interaction between the
political thinking and the politics of the time.

The memorandum, which submitted immediately after the impeach-
ment of Small Treasurer(shao-fu, W Hf) Hsii Jen(#{2), the superior
official of Sui Hung, represented the opinion of the party in opposition
to Regent Huo Kuang(EY¥). Though Sui Hung was executed in conse-
quence, the figures, who not only kept close relationship with the
Regent but also supported Kung-sun Ping-i, and the Regent himself
tacitly accepted Sui Hung’s claim as an alternative in case of emer-
gency. This fact proved to be true by the enthronement of Emperor
Hsitan in B.C. 74.

Sui Hung, by saying Han-chia-Yao-hou shuo(BER#EHR), the claim
that the Han imperial clan as descendants of Yao has the destiny of
voluntarily transmitting its rule to another, presented a theoretical
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background for the justification of the succession of Kung-sun Ping-i
to the throne, and ingeniously transformed the political thinking of
Tung Chung-shu(#{H47). The fabrication of the portent shown in the
memorandum, that insects ate leaves following the outline of char-
acters, appeared to be a clear transition from the Tsai-i theory of Tung
Chung-shu, and prepared the way further to the development of the
theory of Ch'an-wei(###), the art of devination based on prognost-
ication texts and apocrypha.



