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The Establishment of Changchoong-shrine (& &)
and Geochang Shin Local Functionary's Lineage

(BE HEEK FiK)
Lee, Hoon-sang

This study attempts, through the history of Changchoong Shrine
(BHBTR) in Geochang(}%é%), to review the division of Geochang
Shin Local Functionary’s lineage(j&& I ¥). This review will
help to understand the lineage division of the local fuctionaries(55)
in the Late Yi Dynasty and its change.

In the late Yi Dynasty, most of Yahgbans’ lineages established their
own shrines. These shrines played the very important roles not only
of reflecting the honour of each lineage but giving practical benefit to
its members, Yangbans’ shrines influenced finally the middle class,
local functionaries. They began to build the shrines of their own to
commemorate their renowned ancestors and above all to display their
good lineages.

One of these shrines is Changchoong Shrine established in Geochang.
This shrine was built by the four leading minor lineages(%€#%) out of
Geochang Shin lineage. The shrine reveals the zeal of Geochang Shin’s
people who tried to display their honorary lineage. At the same time,
the shrine symbolizes the close bond and growth of these four minor
lineages. On the contrary, the other minor lineages of Geochang
Shin’s went to ruin. This downfall reflects the division of local func-
tionary’s lineage in the late Yi Dynasty.

The formation of the four leadig minor lineages of Geochang Shin’s
increased the number of Confucian literati within their own lineages.
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The growth of these intellectual élite elevated the position of their
lineage and consequently accelerated the lineage division.

The lineage division resulted from the increasing local fuctionaries
in the late Yi Dynasty. While the number of employment was limited,
local functionaries were on the high increase. It was natural that job
hunting became highly competitive and, as a consequence, were formed
the leading minor lineages, who tried to monopolize the local function-

aries’ positions.



