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vhel 2 - B3t 2ebkEe A A g 24 el A FR4
B4 =il AFwbatel Febulp2r g ¥ Febu] -2 (Chris-
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4) H. Bernard, op. cit., p.30.

5) Ibid., pp, 83~36.
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14) ¢ A, pp.333~3935,



whele WA S Y WEHE 44 38

ol Ao FIERS ARole} Astm Qx, 2 Ao BE B o F
A2 CHBEE R e ol sk gleh. P 2ol el wElE (i
BRI hele - A9 APl BHel fAAR, WA dorlA &
ol Rl (WEME obyd - 49 A& e wbEYW A 2ok #
SHEo] 16314 7}24 & GREMALRBED A bR 2o R MAdEYE &
o}, 1

shele - 5219 AAA S 258 @FAAAA Yol DL Jg o)
A7) AP E olv] of AE waA gich. 2 T GE ApAE
& AAAZL HA A2 WEE FIANA A mET n R
| 24 ¢dFA sigiel. B8 mEKES doba o} o%a% ekl o g
Aol F&3 BAsgem 2 A LEHES- E)el 74 o]
= AE Aol gaAA Hdnh 2d2g Amrt Eejex] 200ue] o A
1947 2N E EERRI788~P)L AA e B 2AEEA WAt
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16) FLH, F& &, p.79.

17) E2/, TAMNTCREHMS (A&, 1982 9 &) £ p 795, & 28 ‘Mﬁ%ﬁ
%W



34 OB mom

shsloa HedabAl Sk 18417 el BHLE(I729~1791) “mpE] o
Bxle) MHEERCl dle HZ) Y FER HERES 2AA W FT Kol |
¥ QH T gk zela 1847 MEE A4l O3 fFUY
LA s e 424 HEE w2 Aol el FEIE ML x40
shelo] g MR elwh, R WY e 1H WKW < EA)
2 AgdE Agd 994 FAg AolAL oA Fadoz ofd 9
QA& walA g Fsleh

ozt A AAH ShEE ofd morez sof 9477 AZA
o2 Y & Heol BT dhkol B Yok FEER 47 o® §F
el Al dhel o} F Ao Sof gk it ERY $FFe] Bd
oAl oln] 174 7] &o FhEH-L HEWT 19 (KEEDE v
Aok LEERE ¢A SAv ol 8% EHAS ohE TeHE U
& BHEE VAR BEobd FUSRATt 4w 2o ok e
e AURLE Bl glod Ay Hel BAR AT 2 okelel HEFRe
g &= A eteel AfrKel dvtm Fewl 2 BRel 2 TAYE A
ATT EREE 2 goh D o]l ¥ CKHMNE okel whele . R
A7} 160200 WHE CHEERZEDS ¢ THd Ak 29 49 T
3 Aol ohd7t 47w

1631 @ HLEl A Bol& MWL A bN FIEXHE Dol frh 2
Aol M GEEE CTERR BOTMD ERRERGED
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19) BHLED, TERWFAES 14 0 16a(ffbal G, k. p.607)

20) Y, FEMEB. & 1 “R.7
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21) TEIEER, 435,
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24) AhEk, TERBLEHES) THECRHE F4 THITERED, 20(1978) pp. 264~268.
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<EX B>

Matteo Ricci and the Introduction of
Western Science into Korea

Park, Seong-rae

It is well recognized that Matteo Ricci was “the scientific initiator
of modern China,” to borrow the final verdict made by Father Henri
Bernard in his Matteo Ricci’s Scientific Contribution to China. Ricei’s
contribution to China is assessed in somewhat broader terms by think-
ers Liang Ch’i-ch’ao and Hu Shih, who generally agree that Ricci
was the major impulse for the development of new scholarship in early
Ch’ing period. Though Ricci never came to Korea (and no missionary
came to Korea for another two centuries), his place in Korean history
appears never smaller than in China.

His influences in Korea can be found in three major areas—geogra-
phy, cosmology, and mathematics. It 'was in 1603 ‘that the Korean em-
bassy to China headed by Yi Kwang-jdng and Kwon Hi brought a
map of the world drawn by Ricci into Korea. According to his Chibong
yusdl, Yi Su-gwang (1563~1629) was greatly impressed at the details
of the map. He recorded about how Europe was surrounded by the
Mediterranean in the south, the Ice Seas in the. north, the “Taenae”
River (the Danube) in the east, and the Atlantic in the west,

Ricci completed several maps of the world, in¢luding the Shan-hai
yuti ch’uan t'u (1584) and the K'un-yu wan-kuo ch'uan-t'u (1602).
The first one was an oval shapéd map with only major continents and
oceans of the world represented. But the second map was a masterpiece
with myriad informations about the world, and even with diagrams
to explain the globe seen from above the north pole and the principles
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of eclipses around the map. The map introduced into Korea in 1603
was this. A later version of the same map is still kept in the Soongjun
University museum in Seoul. Copies were made by the Koreans later,
although all of them disappeared except the one in the Seoul National
University museum.

His map started a major influence among the Korean intellectuals,
first giving them a totally new view of the western world. More im-
portantly the map helped convince the Koreans that China was not.
the center of the world unlike the traditional belief, for no country
of the globe could claim its being the center of the round earth. This.
conviction was the beginning of the Koreans’ departure from the time-
honored Sino-centrism in Korea. No wonder that we witness Koreans’
nationalistic self-awakening in the eighteenth century scholarship.

Let us go to the western cosmology introduced into Korea via Ric-
ci’s works. Yi Su-gwang, who saw the 1603 map of Ricci, also left
his view of Ricci’s “nine-layer-heaven” theory, which he considered
highly plausible. This of course was the Greek theory of nine heavenly
spheres, from the lunar sphere to the primum mobile. Later Yi Ik
(1682~1764) wrote about this favorably and added how he was sorry
that he could not see the heavens with a telescope. Ricci is also re-
membered by a nineteenth century scholar Yi Kyu-gyong (1788~?) as.
the introducer of a few western astronomical instruments.

Ricci in Korea was also a master mathematician who produced a
geometry book, The Elements of Geometryi as well as several others
on mathematics and astronomical calculations. About The Elements of
Geometry Yi Ik quoted Hsu Kuang-ch'i’s introduction to the book,
which appraised the book as instrumental to the exact thinking of the
scholars, with his hearty consent. Yi Kyu-gyong wrote a long history
of the book in Korea to conclude that it was “an excellent medicine
for mindcontrol.” The geometry book was also considered by Yi Ik as
the theoretical source for the method of perspectives he found in the
western paintings. This view about the western painting techniques.



ohel e BA S §FY EEHE 44 +7

was seconded by Hong Tae-yong (1731~1783), who wrote his book
of mathematics using Ricci's Hun-® ai t'u&g-hsien as one of the nine
references used for his writing. According to him, Ricci initiated a
totally new development of mathematics and astronomical measure-
ments in China, So when.the Koreans started with a new calendar in
1653, actually the first one based upon the calculations by the western
missionaries, Kim Yuk proclaimed that the origin of the Shi-hsien Cal-
endar was nobody else but Matteo Ricei.

Not only through his scientific writings, but also through his Chris-
tian theology, Riceci enriched Koreans' knowledge of western science.
For instance, Koreans began to know for the first time about the four
element theory and the Aristotelian view of the three souls (anima)
from Ricci’s exposition of Christian theology, the T ien-chu shih-i. This
book also explained the nine layers of the heavenly spheres. And
these ideas from the western science were immensely popular among
the Korean scholars of the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries Yi Ik,
Hong Tae-yong, Chong Yag-yong, Yi Kyu-gyong, and Ch’oe Han-gi
among others.

Matteo Ricci was “the scientific initiator” of modern Korea, though
we have to admit that his contribution was far too short in actually
modernizing Korea. He had been remembered by the traditional Ko-
rean scholars as the introducer of western science into Korea, and he

deserves it today,
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