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Filial Piety in Silla Buddhism

——focusing on the Chapter “Filial Piety and
Religious Goodness” in the Samguk Yusa—-

Lee, Ki-baik

Among the nine chapters in the Samguk Yusa (Memorabilia of
the Three Kingdom) is the one entitled “Filial Piety and Religious
Goodness.” The historical tales in this chapter concern the problems
pertaining to the conflicts between filial duty to one’s parents and
religious deeds. That is, in the case of not being able to be filial toward
one’s parents due to one’s entering the Buddhist priesthood or giving
alms, such conflicts could be resolved through religious deeds. The idea
expressed in this chapter is that real filial piety means leading one’s
parents to the attainment of Nirvana rather than serving them in the
mundane world.

Of course this idea represents Buddhism in the Silla period as pro-
duced in the historical tales from the chapter “Filial Piety and Religious
Goodness.” In the Silla period Confucianism began to have an influence
over the society and criticize the impractical characteristics of Buddhism.
This changing situation spurred Buddhism on to meet somewhat
defensively the criticisms of Confucianism, and the ideas of Silla
Buddhism as shown above were a positive response to such criticism.
In this respect an understanding of its reciprocal relationship with
Confucianism will contribute to ‘a clearer understanding of Buddhism
in the Silla period.



