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The Reception of French Symbolism
and Its Impacts on Modern Korean Poetry (2)

Kim, Hak-dong

The Symbolic poetry of France had a deep impact. on modern Korean
poetry in its early days. However, French influence was confined to the
fields of poetic inspirations, words and musical effects in poems. The
reception of French Symbolism started in the mid-1910's and reached
its peak in the 1930’s.

Charles Baudelaire and Paul Verlaine represented the French Symbolists
who had been introduced into Korea. They really exerted an influence
upon modern Korean poets. The early French Symbolists like Arthur Rim-
baud, Albert Samain, Jean Moreas, Paul Fort, Francis Jammes, Mallar-
mé, Rémy de Gourmont, Paul Valéry and Henri Régnier also should be
noted. Nevertheless, they have hardly drawn attention from the
scholars who are interested in this kind of study. The purpose of this
article lies in the study of what was their impact upon the modern
Korean poetry. The results of this study are shown as below.

First, there are similarities between the Mallarmé’s theories of yu-
hyung siCEEF) and mu-hyung si (§&¥5%), and the early poet’s free
verse( [ H15%) of modern Korean poetry. It is well known that Mallarmé
identified “suggestion” with “fantasy” and emphasized the importance
of musical effects by relating poetry to music or to pictures:. Meanwhile
he was inclined to suggest words and harmony hetween them rather
than to simply arrange them. His ideas of poetry like these had much
effects on modern Korean poetry in its infancy.

Second, we can find some evidences of Charles Baudelaire’s influence
in Lee Sang-wha’s poems, but in addition to that we can point out that
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“Les feuilles mortes” written by Gourmont also had deep relation to
Lee Bang-wha's Na ui Chim-sil 10" {(3}¢) #%8). There are similarities
in the use of techniques such as the establishment of a lover and the pause
of poet between the two poems,

Third, it was Kim An-so that took the lead in introducing French
Symbolism to Korean poetry in the early 1920°s. However, the 1930°s
witnessed the formation of the so-called Group “Abroad Literature”.
Among them there appear specialists in French literature. As a result of
their activities, Korean understanding about symbolism was widened
and its effects on Korean literature became deeper. It suggests that
many poems written in Korea in the 1930’s are supposed to have been
under the influence of French Symbolism.

Fourth, it requires a careful examination from various points of view
to trace the impact of French influence upon modern Korein poetry in
the early 1920’s. For instance, French symbolistic poetry translated into
Korean like the collection of translated poems, “O-noe wi Mu-do ”(#t
1§ 4] #8F5) is expected to be illuminated in the light of its content, style,
poetic words, image and poetic inspirations, With studies like this we
can surely approach a better understanding of the nature of early modern
poems in Korea,

By the way, inspite of the fact that early Korean poetry was influenced
by French Symbolistic poetry and theories, early modern Korean poets
did not get into the core of symbolism. It means that the influence of
French Symbolism upon Korean literature had certain limitations. The
recognition of such limitations may well mean a start for a better
understanding of the characteristics of modern Korean poetry.



