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The Theoretical Ground of the Chinese
World Order Exhibited in the
Debate on Salt and Iron

Kim, Han-gyoo

A famous book entitled “Discourses on Salt and Iron” is good
historical material which gives us a mine of information about the
theoretical background of the Chinese world order., The debate on
galt and iron was that not only on salt and iron but also on
world policy. In this debate, Ta-fu(k3), who was one of the repre-
sentative bureaucracies joined in the dispute, asserted to conquer the
Ssh-i (PUEE; the peripheral nations), but Wén-hsieh(3r#), who were
a group of the scholarly gentry joined in this debate, claimed to
conciliate them peacefully.

The logical bases of both parties were the jén-i(f"3% ; love and
justice) concept and the hsiang-fa (i ; penalty and law) concept,
because Ta-fu was a typical legalist and Wén-hsieh were confu-
cianists, Therefore we can understand the theoretical ground of both
sides through the analysis of the meaning of the jén-i concept and
the hsiang-fa concept. -

First, the jén-i concept is based on affirmative trust in human
nature; hence the Wén-hsiich believed: that the human nature of
the Chinese and the peripheral nations was of the same quality.
But the hsiang-fa concept is based on distryst in human nature;
hence Ta-fu believed that the human nature of the peripheral nations
was more low and evil than that of the Chinese intringically.

Secondly, the jén-i concept is contrary te the liCF| ; profit) concept;
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hence the Wén-hsiieh group were unconcerned about the profit gained
by conquering others. But the hsiang-fa exists for the profit of the
nation and people; hence Ta-fu had an interest in the profit gained
by conquering the Ssh-i.

Thirdly, because the jén(f?) of the confusianists is a kind of
graded love, the Wén-hsiich had more interest in the problems of the
Chung-kuo (+pif) than in those of the peripheral nations. But the
fa () is the universal and equal one; hence Ta-fu was concerned
not only about the Chung-kuo but also about the Ssu-i.

Fourthly, the jén-i is not the value of the present time but the value
of the old times; hence the position of the Wén-hsiieh was an imprac-
tical and ‘idealistic one. But because the fa is the value of the pres-
ent time, the position of Ta-fu was a realistic and actualistic one.

As stated above, we can understand the theoretical ground of both
sides through the meaning of the jén-i and the hsiang-fa concepts,
but the logical process that both were synthesised into one systematic
theory of the Chinese world order could not be referred to in this
thesis.



